PROCLAMATION

Autism Awareness Month
A_prif 2009

WHEREAS, awtism is a lifelong, neurological disability that is characterized
by impaired social interaction and communication; and

WHEREAS, groups such as Aulism Soctely of America, Santa Barbara, are
committed to their mission of advecacy, suppord, educalion and providing
awareness o families, profesvionals, and community members toward a befter
undersicnding of thiy disability; and

WHEREAS, awiivm now occurs in T oowl of 130 children; and

WHEREAS, sutism is the fastest growing developmental disability in the
Linited States, affecting 36,900 individualy in California; anel

WHEREAS, on average this year, fourteen children per day enter our state's
Developmental Services system with fill syadrome autism; and

WHEREAS, early dingnosis and appropriate ireatment helps individuals with
autism and related disorders reach their highest potential; and

WHEREAS, autism is a complex disability that requires rexearch io one day
Jind a cure, prevention and appropriate interventions; and greater recognition
and understanding ro ensure those individuals with aulivm living in the City of
Santa Barbara and all ether individuals with awifsm are accurately diagnosed
and appropriciely treated throughout their lifetime.

NOW THEREFORE, I, MARTY BLUM, by virtue of the authorily vesied
in me ay Maver of the Ciny of Sanea Barbara, California, do hereby proclaim
April 2009 as AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH and encourage members of
owr communily o develop a greater understanding of this complex disability
that affects so many individuals in the cily,

IN WITNESS THEREOQF, [ fuve hereunto set vy hand

and couved the (Mficlal Seal of the City of Samta Barbara,
California, to be afficed this 14" deny of April, 2009,
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MARTYBLUM, MATYOR
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